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The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker
House of Representatives
Washington, DC
 
Minority Leader John Boehner
House of Representatives
Washington, DC
 
Chairman James Oberstar
House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
Washington, DC
 
The Honorable John Mica, Ranking Republican
House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
Washington, DC
 
 
Dear Speaker Pelosi, Ranking Minority Leader Boehner, Chairman Oberstar and Ranking
Member Mica:
 
Thank you for your leadership in addressing our nation’s financial crisis.  As you formulate a
second stimulus package, we urge you to include a strong component for needed
infrastructure projects which will build essential projects and provide badly needed jobs.
 
One area that could benefit greatly from such an endeavor is America’s Everglades.  The
restoration of this national treasure is far behind schedule, and delay is the worst enemy of
the Everglades.  Several components of this largest environmental restoration effort in history
are ready for immediate construction; however, the lack of federal funding has prevented
them from moving ahead.
 
Funding for construction of the Everglades projects on the attached list will assist in restoring
natural movement of water through the Everglades; help to clean that water; protect
environmentally sensitive estuaries; store water for future use by the system; and enhance
the integrity of the vast Hoover Dike that virtually surrounds Lake Okeechobee.
 
The Everglades is under siege by ever- increasing development and by the growing threat of
global warming.  Endless delays in funding increase those threats.
 
There is no other ecosystem like the Everglades anywhere else on earth.  The new stimulus
package gives us a chance to move ahead on critical components of Everglades restoration
that have been delayed far too long.
 
We appreciate your attention to our request.
 
Sincerely,
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Corps’ Everglades FY 2009 Project Funding Capability and FY 2009

Budget Request
 

 
Project                      FY ’09 Budget                    FY ’09 Capability
 
Kissimmee River                                    $31 million                                            $57 million
 
IRL C23/24 STA* construction                  $4.5 M                                                $15 million     CERP           
                                    (planning)               
IRL C-44 (still under Acceler 8)                                                                           $15 million
 
Ste 1 Impoundment (cerp)                      $2.8 M (planning)                                  $23 million
 
MWD One Mile Bridge                             $52 million (Corps has $50 in hand) est cost $177 mill
 
Hoover Dike                                         $77 million                                            $90 million
 
C-111 S Dade (old C&SF)                        $4 million                                             $27 million
 
Picayune Strand       (CERP)                    $24 million                                            $44 million
 
C-51/ STA 1E/L40 (C&SF)                        $2 million                                             $8 million
 
L31 N Seepage Pilot                               $5 million                                             $12 million
 
Seminole/Big Cypress
(critical project WRDA ’96)                      $3 million                                             $10 million
 
*Stormwater Treatment Area
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